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ABSTRACT 

This annotated bibliography of selected sources 
introduces the novice genealogy researcher to the basic tools of this 
intriguing and popular pastime* With a focus on sources from and 
about Ireland, the bibliography presents print and electronic sources 
that will assist in researching family history as well as offer 
reviews of recent electronic developments that track and record 
genealogical research* Types of sources inc lude: (1) Guides and 
Handbooks (14 items); (2) Dictionaries (3 items); (3) Atlas (1 item); 
(4) Directories (4 items); (5) Indexes (4 items); (6) Names (3 
items); (7) Bibliographies (2 items); (8) Societies (2 items); (9) 
Electronic Genealogy (4 items); and (10) Web Sites (2 items)* (EH) 
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A Celtic Journey: 

Selected Sources in Irish Genealogy 



What son or daughter or Ireland hasn't wondered what county or village their 
ancestors dwelled in? Who made that baptism gown or why do i have this innate desire 
TO tinker? Is Aunt Moira right when she kids that I look just like her great- great- 
grandmother Ellen O'Hara in that old photograph? 

This bibliography of selected sources will introduce the novice genealogy 
researcher to basic tools of this most intriguing and popular pastime. With a focus 
ON sources from and about IRELAND, THE BIBLIOGRAPHY PRESENTS PRINT AND ELECTRONIC 
SOURCES THAT WILL ASSIST IN RESEARCHING FAMILY HISTORY AS WELL OFFERING REVIEWS OF 
RECENT ELECTRONIC DEVELOPMENTS THAT TRACK AND RECORD GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH. 



Guides And handbooks 



Baxter, Angus. In Search of your B_bitish & Iris h Roots: A COMPLETE OUIDE TO Tracing 
YOUR English. Welsh. Scottish & Irish Ancestors. New York: William Morrow, 1982. 

This is considered one of the top notch sources for Irish Genealogy! Baxter 

FOREWARNS THAT HIS GUIDE STARTS "oVER THE WaTEr” AND THAT ANY GENEALOGICAL SEARCH 
MUST BEGIN WITH THE SEARCHER. ThIS BOOK INCLUDES THE BASICS- STARTING THE FAMILY TREE, 
SEARCHING RECORDS AND FINALLY, PREPARING A FAMILY HISTORY. FOR IRISH RECORDS HE IS 
CLEAR TO INFORM THE READER OF THE DIFFICULT NATURE THEIR SEARCH WILL TAKE, DUE TO A 
MAJOR FIRE IN 1 92 2. WRITTEN IN FAMILIAR TONES, THIS BOOK IS A MUST HAVE. iT INCLUDES 
COUNTRY BIBLIOGRAPHIES AND IS INDEXED. 



COLLETTA, John Philip. They Came in Ships: A Guide to Findin g Your Immigrant 
Ancestor's Arrival Record. Salt Lake City: UT: Ancestry, 1 993. 

An excellent handbook that indexes hundreds of passenger lists that exist for 
ALL MAJOR Atlantic ports, as well as some Gulf and Pacific ports. The lists are in 
microfilm located at the National Archives. Important to note: indexing is by ship, so 
a:'y knowledge of ship names or dates of arrival will be helpful. Includes 
bibliography with citation to national groups including the Irish. 



Croom, Emily Anne. The Genealogist's Companion & Sourcebook. Cincinnati, OH: 
Betterway Books/F & W Publications, I 994. 

Written by a librarian/genealogist, the focus of this intermediate level how-to 
sourcebook is on resources. Included are sources for records of immigration and 

NATURALIZATION, FEDERAL AND STATE CENSUSES, AND GENEALOGY BOOKSELLERS, SOCIETIES. 
AND PERIODICALS. 
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^ ijNPU77UNo Your Past: A Basic Guide to Genealogy. 2nd ed. Cincinnati, OH; 

Betiterway Books/F 5i W Publications. 1 Q0Q. 

Groom's original guide offers how-to suggestions for getting organized in 

YOUR FIRST GENEALOGICAL SEARCH. THIS IS AN EASY READ AND ONE THAT WILL LEAD YOU 
THROUGH THE PROCESS IN AN INSTRUCTIONAL MANNER. 



Arlene Eakle and others. The Source: a guidebook of American Genealogy. Salt Lake 
City, UT: Ancestry, I 904. 

While a bit dated, this piece is considered a gem for both beginners and 

EXPERTS ALIKE. THERE ARE 700+ PAGES OF USEFUL INFORMATION WITH HOW“TO S TO AID IN 
THE USE OF THE MANY INDEXES, TABLES AND BIBLIOGRAPHIES. 

Eicholz, Alice, ed. Ancestry's Red Book: American State. C ounty & Town squrc.ES.. 

REV. 

ed. Salt Lake City, LTT:Ancestry, 1992. 

In an easy to use format, this book presents data on each of the fifty states. 
Organized in three sections, the first deals with information regarding a wide variety 

OF RECORDS AND SOURCES. THE SECOND, A MAP OF COUNTIES IN EACH STATE, AND THE THIRD A 
DIRECTORY OF ADDRESSES FOR EACH OF THE COUNTIES INCLUDING COVERAGE DATES FOR 
RECORDS KEPT. 

Greenwood, Val D. The Researcher's Guide tq_American Genealogy^ 2nd ed. 

Baltimore, 

MD; Genealogical publishing Co., 1990. 

Considered by some to the best single reference text for beginning 

GENEALOGISTS, THIS BOOK WILL INTRODUCE THE NOVICE TO TECHNIQUES FOR LOCATING AND 
ANALYZING GENEALOGICAL RECORDS. INCLUDES EXAMPLES OF SEARCH STRATEGIES AS WELL AS 
HOW TO SEARCH ACTUAL RECORDS. 

Grenham, John. Tracing Your Irish Ancestors: the complete guide. Baltimore, MD: 
Genealogical Publishing Co., 1993. 

Grenham, a professional Irish genealogist from the Genealogical Office in 
Dublin, has written a book suitable for the beginner or the experienced researcher. 

It is divided in three parts and offers major sources. Narrower Sources, and a 

REFERENCE GUIDE. A FINAL LISTING OF SOCIETIES, REPOSITORIES, AND RESEARCH SERVICES IN 

Ireland is very useful. 

Kemp, Thomas Jay. International Vital Records Handbook. 3rd ed. Baltimore, MD: 
Genealogical Publishing, I 994. 

This is a collection of forms and instructions for obtaining certified 
documents relating to birth, death, marriage, divorce or adoption in the United States 
and 225 other countries. These are exact copies and include information on required 
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FILING FEES, AND ADDRESSES FOR SENDING THEM OFF. A MOST USEFUL AND MUCH NEEDED 
SOURCE. 



Jarboe, Betty M. Obituaries:A Guide to sources. 2nd ed. Boston:G.K. Hall, 1989. 
Providing the names of over 3,500 sources for obituary information, this 

GUIDE INCLUDES THE UNITED STATES, UNITED KINGDOM, AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL SOURCES. 

Indexed by name of counties and towns as well as by serial title, 

Lester, DeeGee. comp. Irish Research A Guide to Collections in North America. 
Ireland and Great Britain. New York.Greenwood Press, 1987. 

This compilation provides access to materials that cover a wide variety of 
AREAS IN Irish research, including sources regularly used by genealogists. Organized 

GEOGRAPHICALLY BY STATE, COUNTY AND CITY, ENTRIES ARE ALPHABETIZED BY REPOSITORY. 

Thoroughly cross referenced and indexed, each entry includes purpose of the 

ORGANIZATION, RESOURCES AVAILABLE, SPECIAL COLLECTIONS AND SERVICES, AS WELL AS 
RULES AND FEES OF THE REPOSITORY. 



Mitchell, Brian, comp. A Guide to Irish Churches and_Graveyard_s_^ Baltimore, MD: 
Genealogical Publishing co., 1990. 

Based on the Primary Valuation of Ireland, ( 1 848- 1 864), this work identifies 

MANY OF THE CHURCHES AND CEMETERIES IN IRELAND. ARRANGED ALPHABETICALLY BY COUNTY 
AND PARISH, EACH CHURCH OR CEMETERY IS LOCATED EXACTLY BY OrDNANCY SURVEY MAP 
NUMBER AND THE RELIGIOUS DENOMINATION. THIS IS A COMPANION TO MITCHELl's i 986, 

New Genealogical Atlas of Ireland. 



N EAGLES, James C. The Library of Congress_:^Guide to Genealogical and H isTCRJCAL 
Research. Salt Lake City, UT: Ancestry Publishing, I 990. 

Readers are guided through the resources available at the Library Of 
Congress: catalogs, indexes, bibliographies and Major finding aids for state, 

GEOGRAPHICAL, IMMIGRATION AND ETHNIC RECORDS ARE LISTED. LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CALL 
NUMBERS ACCOMPANY EACH TITLE LISTED ALLOWING RESEARCHERS TO FOCUS ON THEIR 
INTERESTS. 

Wright Raymond S. The GenealogisVs Handbook: Modern Methods for Resea rching 
Family History. American Library Association, 1 995 



This book explains basic methodology and provides advice on evaluating 

SOURCES AND TOOLS. THERE IS AN EMPHASIS ON FAMILY HISTORY AND ETHNIC ORIGINS WITH 
DISCUSSION OF UNDERSTANDING HOW ANCESTORS INFLUENCE CONTEMPORARY LIFE. WRIGHT 
INCLUDES A THOROUGH INDEX AND THE BIBLIOGRAPHY IS SOLID AND UP TO DATE. 



Dictionaries 



Boylan, henry, a Dictionary of Irish biography. Ended. New York: St. Martin's 
Press, !988. 

A REVISED EDITION OF BOYLAn's 1978 WORK, THIS DICTIONARY COVERS I 300 NAMES 
AND IS THOROUGHLY RESEARCHED. ENTRIES INCLUDE NAMES, BIRTH AND DEATH DATES, AND A 
BRIEF (2-3 COLUMN INCHES) OVERVIEW , GIVING IMPORTANT FACTS AND EVENTS OF THE 
PERSON S LIFE AND OCCASIONALLY A QUOTATION BY THE PERSON. 

Drake, Paul, What Did They Mean by That? A Dictionary of Historical Terms for. 
Genealogists, Bowie, MDiHeritage books, 1994. 

This dictionary covers many terms that over the course of history have 

DISAPPEARED FROM COMMON USAGE. THE BRIEF BUT COMPLETE DEFINITIONS ARE A GREAT HELP 
TO RESEARCHERS AND ARE EQUALLY INTERESTING TO THE LAYMAN, THE AUTHOR INCLUDES S££ 
REFERENCES AND ALTERNATE SPELLINGS, 



Hanks, Patrick, and Flavia Hodges. A Dictionary of Surnames., New York:Oxford 
University Press, 1 988, 

A scholarly source that is THOROUGHLY RESEARCHED, THIS BOOK FOCUSES 
PRIMARILY ON SURNAMES OF THE BRITISH ISLES, iT COVERS 75,000 NAMES PROVIDING BOTH 
The rootname and variants, as well as etymology and information on historical usage. 



Atlas 



Mitchell, Brian. A New Genealogical Atlas of Ireland^ Baltimore, MD: Genealogical 
Publishing Co., 1 986. 

This atlas contains keyed and drawn black and white maps for use with 
Mitchell's I 990 Guide to Irish Churches and Graveyards . The purpose of the atlas is 
TO locate major geographic administrative divisions: counties, baronies, civil 
Parishes, dioceses, poor law unions and probate districts. The Smaller subdivisions 

CAN BE FOUND IN THE AUTHORS MORE RECENT WORK. 
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Directories 



Bentley, Elizabeth Petty. The GenealogisVs Address Book. Baltimore, MD; 
Genealogical Publishing, 1 9Q 1 . 

Bentley provides the reader with access to over 7,000 organizations and 

INSTITUTIONS THAT CAN HELP WITH GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH, ENTRIES INCLUDE ADDRESS AND 
TELEPHONE NUMBERS, NAMES OF OFFICIALS, EDITORS, LIBRARIANS, AREAS OF INTEREST, TITLES 
OF PUBLICATIONS, AND HOURS OF OPERATION. ThE FIVE PARTS OF THE BOOK COVER NATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS, STATE ORGANIZATIONS, ETHNIC AND RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS AND RESEARCH 
CENTERS, SPECIAL RESOURCES, AND PERIODICALS AND NEWSLETTER. 

Gibbs, Vicary and others. The Complete Peerage of Eng u^nd. Scoti ^nd. Ireland. Geeai 
Britain, and the United Kingdom: Extant, Extinct or Dormant. New York: St. 
Martins Press, 1Q84. 

These 1 3 volumes are valuable tools for the researcher of Irish genealogy. 
Information inciudes parentage, birth, honors, orders, offices, public services. 

POLITICS, marriage, DEATH AND BURIAL OF EVERY HOLDER OF A PEERAGE AT THE TIME OF 
PUBLICATION. 



Lainhart, Ann S. State Census Records. Baltimore, MD: Genealogical Publishing, 

I Q92. 

With Angus Baxters warning to begin your genealogy search from 

CONTEMPORARY TIME BACK . IT IS IMPORTANT TO HAVE ACCESS TO NATIONAL INFORMATION, 

LAINHARD provides state census information for 44 STATES. For each, the entries 

COVER THE CURRENT LOCATIONS OF PRINT COPIES OF THE CENSUS WITH A DESCRIPTION OF WHAT 
DETAILED INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND IN EACH. 



Milner, Anita Cheek. Newspaper Genealogical Column Directo ry. 4th ed, Bowie, MD: 
Heritage books, 1989. 

Arranged by state, the author provides for each listing the byline, address, 

RESEARCH AREA COVERED, WHICH PAPERS THE COLUMN APPEARS IN, AND THE FREQUENCY OF 
THE COLUMN. AlSO INCLUDED ARE SOME MISCELLANEOUS COLUMNS THAT COVER SPECIFIC, 
SUBJECTS including: Irish, Heraldry, and Surnames. 
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Indexes 



Clegg, Michael B. and Curt B. Wicher, eds. Periodical Source Index, Fort Wayne, 
IN:Allen county Public Library Foundation, 1 Q92. 

The I 6 volume set produced by the Allen county Public Library is the result 

OF A HUGH EFFORT TO INDEX THE GENEALOGICAL COLLECTION HOLDINGS OF THE LIBRARY. ThIS 
IS ONE OF THE LARGEST COLLECTIONS IN THE COUNTRY AND IS A RETROSPECTIVE INDEX OF 
2,000 PERIODICALS THAT COVER OVER 1 33 YEARS. 



Filby, William with Dorothy M. Lower, eds. Passenger and Immigration Lists 
index: a Guide to Published Arrival Records of More than 2.029.000 
Passengers .■ 1992 Supplement. DetroitiGale, 1 992. 

The eleventh supplement of a series, this includes 1 25,000-1- citation in more 
THAN 105 published PASSENGER AND NATURALIZATION LISTS. ThE LISTS ARE ALPHABETICAL BY 
PASSENGER AND ENTRIES INCLUDE AGE, PORT OF ARRIVAL, YEAR, AND A CODE NUMBER THAT 
COORDINATES WITH A SOURCE CITATION. THERE IS A LIST OF SOURCES INDEXED. 

Library of Congress. Genealogies Cataloged by the Library of Congress Since I 986i 
WITH A List of Established Forms of Family Names and a List of Genealogies 
Converted to Microform Since I 983. Washington, D.C. : Cataloging 
Distribution Service, Library of Congress, 1992. 

With the publication of this fifth volume researchers have access to the 

ENTIRETY OF THE COLLECTION , (OVER 3 I ,000), OF THE FAMILY HISTORIES CATALOGED BY THE 

Library of Congress. This volume is divided into three sections, Genealogies 
Cataloged Since 1986, (8,997); Established Forms of Family Names, (10,000), and 
Genealogies Converted to Microform Since 1983. The introduction includes 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO USE THE COLLECTION, WARNING THAT SOME TITLES CAN ONLY BE FOUND 

AT THIS Library. There is a list of short bibliographies available free of cost. 



Meckler. Oral History Index An International Directory of Oral History Interviews. 
Westport, CTiMeckler, 1990. 

This work is an alphabetical index to over 30,000 oral history transcripts 

HELD AT ALMOST 400 ORAL HISTORY CENTERS. ThE FIRST SECTION INCLUDES AN ALPHA LISTING 
BY INTERVIEWEE OR GROUP OF INTERVIEWS, WITH DATE OF INTERVIEW. KEYWORD DESCRIPTION OF 
THE SUBJECT OF THE INTERVIEW AND AN ALPHA-NUMERIC CODE TO THE APPROPRIATE CENTER. 

The second section lists the alpha-numeric codes and in directory style, information 

ON THE ORAL HISTORY CENTERS. 



6 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



Names 



CoGHLAN, Roman, Ida Grehan, and P.W. Joyce. Book of Irish names: first. Family & 

PiA-Q-E 

Names. New York: Sterling Publishing, Quality books, 1989. 

The title of this work, written in three sections, explains its intent. Irish First 
Names provides derivatives and meaning of an extensive list or Celtic first names. 
Irish Family Names presents in depth historical information on 80 family names along 
WITH derivatives. LASTLY, IRISH LoCAL NAMES EXPLAINED PRESENTS THE ANGLICIZED VERSION 
OF THE NAME, AND ITS ORIGINAL MEANING. ThERE IS AN APPENDIX OF IRISH ROOT WORDS 
COMMONLY USED. 

MacLysaght, Edward. Irish Families Their Names. Arms, and Origins^ Dublin: Irish 
Academic press Limited, 1985. 

The contents of this well respected work treat the origins and meanings of 
Irish surnames. It is a thorough piece, including eight appendices documenting the 

CHANGES AND DISTORTIONS THAT HISTORY HAS BROUGHT TO NAMES. FULL COLOR ILLUSTRATIONS 

OF Irish family coats of arms make this a welcome source to browse. 

Room, Adrian. Dictionary of Irish Place-Names^ Boston.G.K. Hall, 1987. 

Room's dictionary of iris place names provides a well organized alphabetical 
arrangement of geographic place names. It Includes a bibliography and appendices 

WHICH LIST prefixes AND SUFFIXES COMMON IN MODERN NAMES, FOLLOWED BY THE GAELIC 
ROOT AND MEANING. 



Bibliographies 



Clegg, Michael Barren, ed. Bibllqo.raphy of Genealogy and Local History Periodica ls. 
WITH Union List of Major U.S. Collections. Fort Wayne, IN.: Allen County 

Public 

Library Foundation, 1990. 

This bibliography was designed to be a companion piece to the previously 
mentioned periodical Source Index . There are 5,400 entries arranged alphabetically 
each with its PERSl code, keyword, frequency, starting date, who has the title, and 
THE address and ISSN number OF THE PUBLICATION. THERE IS A SUBJECT INDEX ARRANGEMENT 
ORGANIZED BY STATE, COUNTRY, FAMILY NAME, OR TOPIC OF INTEREST. 

Eager, allen R.. A Guide to Irish Bibliographical Material. Westport, CT: Greenwood 
Press, 1980. 

This bibliography of bibliographies covers a myriad of topics related to 
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Ireland, imparticular there are six pages of information regarding genealogy, 

HERALDRY, FAMILY HISTORY, SURNAMES, WILLS, BIRTHS, DEATHS, FLAGS AND NOBILITY. 



Societies 



The Heraldry Society of Ireland (HSl) 

(CUMANN ARALTAIS NA H EIREANN) 

San Elmo Vico Rd. Dorkey Dublin. Ireland 

Founded in I 983, this society has 300 members from I 7 countries that are 

INTERESTED IN IRISH HERALDRY AND ITS TRADITION. THE GROUP ENCOURAGES IRISH CLAN RALLIES 
AND OFFERS GUIDANCE AND RESEARCH CONCERNING FAMILY AND PLACE HERALDRY. THE GROUP 
HAS A LIBRARY WITH HOLDINGS OF I 5,000 ON SUBJECTS OF INTEREST TO GENEALOGISTS. 



Irish Genealogical Research Society (IGRS) 

c/O The Irish Club 83 Eaton So. London SWIW 9AJ, England 

Founded in 1936 this group numbers 800 and promotes and encourages the 
STUDY OF Irish genealogy. Actively seeks alternative sources of information to 
REPLACE THOSE LOST IN THE I 922 FIRE THAT RUINED THE PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE IN DUBLIN. 

Their library holdings number 5,000. They publish a semiannual newsletter, Th£ IR I ^ h 
Genealogist . 



Electronic genealogy 



Bickford, Carolyn. "Family Ties." MacUser v. I 2 (Jan. 1996): I 27-1 28. 

Bickford reviews six software packages for use on a Macintosh computer; 
Personal Ancestral File 2. I , Family Events I .5, MacRoots II I .6.5, Reunion!, Gene 
4.0, AND The Life History Disk. Price , performance, and productivity are covered. 

Crowe, Elizabeth Powell. Genealogy Online:researching your roots. New York: 
McGraw-Hill, 1994. 

This guide to researching online sources reviews methods of electronic 
research including the Internet, Bulletin Boards, and commercial online services 
such as CompuServ and Prodigy. Included is a list of genealogical bulletin boards 

AND A FLOPPY DISK. 



Nichols, Elizabeth L. Genealogy in the computer Ag e: understanding. 
Salt Lake City, UT; Family History Educators, I 994. 



The FamilySearch CD-Rom databases are produces by the Mormon Church. This 
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BOOK IS A USER FRIENDLY GUIDE TO ACCESS THESE CDS: THE ANCESTRAL FlLE, THE 

International Genealogical Index, and The Social Security Death Index. The 
International Genealogical Index is a world wide index of more than forty seven 

MILLION NAMES OF DECEASED PERSONS. THIS SOURCE IS NOT TO BE OVERLOOKED. 

Przecha, DONNA and Joan Lowrey. Guide to Genealogy Software. Baltimore, MD: 
Genealogical Publishing, I 993. 

This work, by the founding members of a computer genealogy society, lists and 

EVALUATES 1 55 GENEALOGY SOFTWARE PROGRAMS, THERE IS PLENTY OF DISCUSSION ON WHAT 
TO EXPECT FROM THE PROGRAM, WHAT EQUIPMENT WILL BE NEEDED, SYSTEM SUPPORT, A AD 
HOW- TO-DO-ir INFORMATION. ABOVE ALL IT IS A BUYING GUIDE WITH PERTINENT INFORMATION ON 
THE HOW MUCH, HOW TO, AND WHAT FOR, QUESTIONS THAT RESEARCHERS WILL WANT 
ANSWERED. 



The Green Pages http://www.best.c0m/~paddynet/bin/db.cgi//home/ftpadmin/root/ 



This web site is found via the Yahoo search engine. Here you will find links to 
Irish related Internet resources including Irish business web sites, individual home 

PAGES, NEWS GROUPS AND MANY GENEALOGY RESOURCES. MORE SPECIFICALLY: 

Genealogical Guide to Ireuvnd -based on John Grenham's book Tracing Your Irish 

Genealogical Research -Home Page for Genealogical Research in Ireland), 

GenWeb - This database index contains links to all known genealogical databases 
searchable through the World Wide Web. 



Irish Genealogy http://www. bess.tcd. ie/roots/prototyp/links. htm. 

This site is found via the ALTA VISTA search engine. At present, it includes 

ELEVEN LINKS TO SITES DEALING WITH IRISH GENEALOGICAL INFORMATION. INCLUDING THE 

Irish national Archives and the Irish Family History Society , and Th£ IRISM-IIMES^ 



Web Sites 



pub/pa 
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